HOW YOU CAN HELP THIS WORK
As a charitable trust recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)
(3) tax-exempt private foundation, The Grundy
Foundation has graciously accepted tax-deductible
donations allowable to the fullest extent of the law since
its beginning, and presently welcomes support for its
endowment from philanthropic individuals wanting to
help their community in perpetuity.
Grundy Museum Take-out Tea, 2020

Observe the Moon Night, 2019

Take your child to work, 2019

TAB at Maker Mania Expo, 2019

Donations enable the Foundation to enhance its
considerable work in the community. Staff ensure
donations fund projects as intended and do so
efficiently and at no administrative cost, allowing
donations to do the most good.
Contact Executive Director Eugene J. Williams, Esquire
to discuss leaving a lasting legacy for worthy
Foundation, Library, or Museum projects. One-time or
on-going monthly payments can be made. Donations
are accepted to honor or memorialize family and
friends. The Foundation welcomes bequests from a Last
Will and Testament and gifts from an estate plan.
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A LEGACY OF PHILANTHROPY
The Grundy Foundation was established by the Last Will and Testament of Joseph R. Grundy (1863-1961),
who with his parents, Mary and William, and sister, Margaret, moved to Bristol Borough in 1876. Born in
Camden and raised in Philadelphia, he loved his adopted home town and became one of its most prosperous
and famous mill owners. In 1929-30, he represented the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in the United
States Senate and by that time was also successful in many business ventures.
Despite his many successes beyond the Borough, he always remembered his parents giving back to it, and
in adulthood emulated his parents’ mores. “If a man does not take pride in his own town, he isn’t likely to
give a rap for his country.”

Joseph R. Grundy was “...brought up with the old-fashioned idea of doing right ...,” and lived by this
mantra. It later guided his estate plans to perpetuate his local good works by creating The Grundy
Foundation. Central to it were establishing his familial Bristol home as the Margaret R. Grundy Memorial
Museum, building the Margaret R. Grundy Memorial Library to serve as the public library of Bristol, and
providing funding to support the communities of Bristol Borough and Bucks County.
Today, the Foundation stewards resources bequeathed to it to serve these civic-minded purposes, and
partners with individuals, businesses, and grantors to enhance its impact in its service communities.

LIBRARY AND MUSEUM
OPERATING AND CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

TIMELINE OF IMPACT GIVING

The Foundation’s main funding priorities are the staffing, building maintenance, reading materials,
technological needs, utilities, and landscaping offered by these two entities. To date, $67,643,466 has
been spent to ensure their viability and ability to offer the very best amenities, programs, and services to
patrons, visitors, and guests.

GRANTS AND INVESTMENTS

Margaret R. Grundy Memorial Library Grand Opening, 1966

Through the operation of their Woolen Mill (1877-1946), the Grundy family employed many Bristolians,
and at one time was the largest employer in Bucks County with over 800 employees.
Joseph R. Grundy owned and operated the Mill beginning at age 30, upon his father’s sudden death at
age 56 in 1893. From 1907—1927, Joseph underwrote the construction costs of several Borough
investment projects to better serve its citizens. Included were new waterworks, sewer system, post office,
and Borough Hall.
Beginning in 1963 and continuing through the present day, the Foundation has carried on this legacy.

To date, grants and direct investments totaling $36,307,143 have been made to Bristol and County-wide
projects. The areas below are select areas of giving, which change to reflect community needs.
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Bristol Riverside Theatre
Artists of Bristol on the Delaware
“The Gallery” at Lower Bucks County
Community College
Bristol Cultural & Historic Foundation
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Bristol Borough School District
Bucks County Community College
AOC/ Bristol Borough Learning Centers

Bristol Riverside Theatre Reconstruction, 1984

Bucks County Rescue Squad
Lower Bucks Hospital
Lenape Valley Foundation

Michael T. Mallon Photographer, Bristol Borough Dock Project, 2017

Bristol Borough Police Department

Advocates for the Homeless &
Those in Need
Bucks County Opportunity Council
Family Service Association &
Homeless Shelter

Ivan’s Outreach Center

•
•
•
•

Friends of the Delaware Canal &
Delaware Canal 21
Heritage Conservancy
Silver Lake Nature Center
Bristol Borough Garden Club &
Adams Hollow Community Garden
Mark Carter Photography, Grundy Campus, Fall 2020

