
The Grundy Foundation was established in 1961 by the Last Will and Testament of 

Joseph R. Grundy, a lifelong resident of Bucks County, a U.S. Senator (1929-30), 

and a man who famously loved his community. "I was brought up with the old-

fashioned ideas of doing right, fearing no man and loving my country and I have 

tried to do all three."  

His legacy bears witness to his desire of “doing right,” for nearly his entire estate 

was dedicated to establishing his foundation. The Grundy Foundation built and 

funds the Margaret R. Grundy Library in Bristol, maintains the Senator’s family 

home as a museum, and has provided over $33 million in grants and support to the 

communities of Bucks County. 

What is less known is that The Grundy Foundation is also a vehicle that allows 

other donors to support the foundation and the dozens of institutions and 

organizations which depend on its help to continue their work.  

As a charitable trust recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt private 

foundation, the Grundy Foundation welcomes support for its endowment from 

philanthropic individuals who want to help their community in perpetuity. It has 

gratefully accepted bequests and gifts to its endowment since its founding. Donors 

understand that the small staff at the Foundation ensures that its work is carried out 

efficiently with minimum administrative cost, and its work, as shown here, is 

considerable . 

 

If you desire to leave a lasting legacy for a number of good causes in your area, 

contact our director, Eugene Williams, Esquire. All gifts are tax-deductible to the 

fullest extent allowed by law. 

 

 

 

The late Senator Grundy entertaining the children of his friend, Dr. Harold G Scheie,  

founder of the Scheie Eye Institute in Philadelphia.  
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Throughout his life, Joseph R. Grundy was an avid 

supporter of his town. “If a man doesn’t take pride 

in his own town, he isn’t likely to give a rap for his 

country.” Starting in 1907, he helped fund a new 

waterworks in Bristol, financed the completion of 

the Borough sewer system, built a new post office, 

and, in 1927, contributed $250,000 (an enormous 

sum in those days) to construct a Borough Hall and 

purchase fire equipment. 

The final contribution he made to his town came 

upon his death in the creation of his foundation 

established for three specific purposes. The first 

was to construct and maintain a library named after 

his beloved sister, Margaret “Meta” Grundy, 

herself an advocate of literary, gardening and 

artistic pursuits as well the keeper of family values, 

traditions and history. The Margaret R. Grundy 

Memorial Library was built in 1966 at a cost of 

$1,250,000, with no government subsidies. Its 

operating expenses are fully paid by the 

Foundation, making it one of the few privately 

funded libraries in Bucks County and far and away  

the finest. He also directed the Foundation to 

maintain the adjoining Grundy family home as a 

museum, with grounds and house open to the 

public, and to make grants to worthy causes. 

Here are just a few of the local grants awarded by 

the Foundation and projects it financed: 

1970: $250,000 to build the Municipal Parking Lot 

1971: $189,000 towards the construction of Grundy 

Towers 

1975: $750,000 support for the Bristol Borough 

Recreation Authority to build and maintain an ice 

skating rink 

1984: $1,700,000 to purchase and renovate an 

aging movie theater to create the Bristol Riverside 

Theater 

2004: $125,000 for Borough Hall repairs 

2005: $1,800,000 refurbishment of the Margaret R. 

Grundy Memorial Library 

2008: $100,000 for the renovation of Borough 

Police and Fire Departments 

2011 – 2014: $230,000 repairs to Margaret R. 

Grundy Memorial Museum  

And these represent just a tiny piece of over 

$33,000,000 in grants awarded by the Foundation 

since 1961. Not everyone can afford this kind of 

largess, but anyone can join the Foundation’s 

support of organizations’ work throughout Bucks 

County with gifts as modest as $25 or as generous 

as thousands. Donations can be added to the 

endowment to fund projects in perpetuity.  

The Foundation has seven (7) traditional areas of 

giving. Here are just a few of the organizations 

throughout Bucks County it supports with grants: 

 
ARTS  
Bristol Riverside Theatre 
James R. Michener Museum 
Mercer Museum 
Katie Stauffer Arts Center 
 
EDUCATION 
Bristol Borough School District 
Bucks County Community College 
Delaware Valley College 
VITA Education Services 
 

ENVIRONMENT 

Silver Lake Nature Center 
Nature Conservancy 
Greenbelt Overhaul Alliance of Levittown  
Friends of the Delaware Canal and Delaware 
Canal 21 
 

HOUSING 

Bucks County Housing Group 
Bucks County Housing Authority 
   Grundy Gardens (Fairless Hills) 
   Grundy Hall (Doylestown) 

 Grundy House ( Quakertown) 
 Grundy Manor (Telford) 
 Grundy Towers (Bristol) 
 MacIntosh Regency (Levittown) 
American Red Cross Homeless Shelter 

 

HEALTH 

Lower Bucks Hospital 
Bucks County Rescue Squad 
Bucks County Health Improvement Partnership 
Livengrin Foundation 
 

SOCIAL SERVICE 

United Way of Bucks County 
Family Service Association 
Libertae 
Advocates for the Homeless and Those in Need 
 

HISTORIC AND CULTURAL 

Bristol Cultural and Historic Foundation 
Washington Crossing Foundation 
The Pennsbury Society 
Historic Fallsington  

FOUNDATION INVESTS IN BRISTOL BOROUGH 

The Foundation underwrites all operating costs for the 

Margaret R. Grundy Memorial Library, including 

staffing, building maintenance and its award winning 

programs for children. 

FOUNDATION CAPITAL AND OPERATING SUPPORT 

Doug Miller, Pennsbury Manor Historic Site Administrator, 

presenting his lecture Penn and the Indians. 

Grundy Tower is one of four residences financed by the 

Foundation exclusively for Bucks County seniors (two 

others provide low-income housing to County residents 

regardless of age).  



2014 PROGRAMMATIC AND SERVICE HIGHLIGHTS   

MARGARET  R. GRUNDY MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

 Introduced Chromebooks, which increased  the public’s computer usage by 65%; they were 

checked out 1,549 times for portable use throughout the Library  

 Installed new wireless (WIFI) network 

 Introduced 80” SmartBoard for training and programmatic purposes 

 Welcomed 551 hours of service provided by six (6 volunteers) 

 Provided 46 programs attended by 1,823 children, teachers and daycare providers     

 Barron’s How to Prepare for GED was the most popular Adult Non-Fiction Book circulated   

 By the numbers: 13,338 members; 135,537 materials circulated; 169,502 website visits; 263 

adult programs attended by 8,480 patrons; 2,054 hours over 294 days for community meetings 

 

MARGARET  R. GRUNDY MEMORIAL MUSEUM 

 Made exterior building repairs totaling $91,450 to the East Façade Porches    

 Installed the “Bristol History Trail,” an outdoor  signage project that interprets the town’s settle-

ment & ongoing connection with the Delaware River 

 Added native trees, ferns, and perennial flowers to the landscaping footprint  

 Formed the “Garden Club of Bristol Borough” to beautify the neighborhoods, encourage home 

gardening, foster the study of horticulture and preserve the cultural and natural landscape of the 

Borough   

 Developed an online visitor survey  

 Welcomed 133 students and teachers from Grade 5 Borough public and private classes to learn 

about the “Industrial Revolution” by way of the Grundy mansion and family artifacts     

 By the numbers: 3,072 annual visitors; October (34%) and May (25%) were the busiest months 

for tours; drop-in tours (64%) followed by bus tours (14%) were the most popular types of visit-

ation  

      

THE GRUNDY FOUNDATION GRANTS 

 Bristol Riverside Theatre - $117,000 (annual and programmatic support; theatre camp scholar-

ships)  

 Bristol Borough School District - $24,000 (Drama Club support; purchase of science kits; schol-

arships)  

 United Way of Bucks County - $20,000 (annual campaign) 

 BSA/Grundy Pack and Troop 212 - $3,000 (full purchase of a camping trailer) 

 Advocates for the Homes / Those in Need - $2,500 (partial purchase of a bus) 
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